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AICTE to open doors for foreign students

LL.P. Praveen

Council to utilise surplus seats in institutions

The All India Couneil for Technical Education (AICTE) is in the process of internationalising its institutions,
whereby 15 per cent of surplus seats in these institutions will be open to foreign students from this year.

Talking to The Hindu on the sidelines of the 17th national conference on e-governance that concluded here on
Friday, $.5. Mantha, chairman, AICTE, said the project was aimed at effectively utilising the excess capacity its
institutions had created over the vears.

“We have created a large capacity with almost two million seats across the country in the area of technical education.
Like any other system, we have an excess capacity of about 15-20 per cent,” Mr. Mantha said.

While flow of students from the Europe or the U.S. was not expected, students from many Asian countries were
likely to take advantage of the opening up of institutions.

On the Supre me Court verdict of April 2013 that decreed that the role of AICTE was not regulatory but advisory, he
said the AICTE had been playing a regulatory role for almost 30 years.

The council was set up through an Act of Parliament passed in 1987. “There are specific objectives in the Act, and I
believe that technical education in this country needs its own space. We earnestly seek and hope that the
government restores the objectives of AICTE through an amendment of the Act,” Mr. Mantha said.

He said restricting the number of technical institutions just because seats were lying vacant would be short-sighted
for a country like India. Half of the country’s population is expected to be below 30 years of age in the next six to
seven years.

In India, about 50 million students appear for board exams, of which about 25 million clear it and enter colleges. If
the education quality matrix was improved, leading to even a 10 per cent increase in the number of prospective
college entrants, it would touch about 40 million to accommeodate which there would not be enough colleges. “So
what we are seeing is a transition where things are getting consolidated. What we have to do is improve the supply
side and quality matrix, create alternate modes of education, thereby create more opportunities,” Mr. Mantha said.

Asked about the perennial issue of employability of technical graduates, he said denying students access was nota
solution. The quality needed to be improved. A benchmark of minimum 70 per cent marks could be set for
admission to engineering colleges. “But, that is not fair. For, the need is to create an enabling environ ment to get
access to the system. Besides, denying access has social and political consequences. In education, you have to first
give access and then ensure quality, which requires money,” Mr. Mantha said.

Printable version | Feb 1, 2014 12:07:15 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/aicte-
to-open-doors-for-foreign-students/article5641690.ece
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Infosys co-founder gives IISc Rs 225 crore

TNN | Jan 31, 2014, 12.24 AM IST

BANGALORE: In one of the biggest philanthropic contributions to the Pure Sciences, Infosys
executive vice-chairman Kris Gopalakrishnan has set aside Rs 225 crore to develop a Centre for
Brain Research at the Indian Institute of Science in Bangalore. It's also one of the single-largest
donations the 105-year-old institute has received from an individual.

Kris, a co-founder of the Bangalore-based IT giant, will give the money under the banner of the
Pratiksha Trust, a charitable organization he has set up with his wife Sudha. The trust funds
education, research, innovation and entrepreneurship.

As part of the collaboration between IISc and the Pratiksha Trust, the latter will give the money
over 10 years for the establishment and functioning of the research centre. It'll also be supported by
the Centre for Neuroscience and other facilities at IISc and collaborate with hospitals across the
Kris, a co-founder of the Bangalore-based IT giant, city.

will give the money under the banner of

the Pratilisha Trust, a charitable organization he has
setup wath his wife Sudha.

An international scientific advisory board chaired by Nobel laureate Prof Torsten Wiesel will guide
the centre. Stanley Fahn (Columbia University), Sangram Sisodia ( University of Chicago), John
Morris (Washington University, St. Louis) and Giovanni Frisoni (University of Geneva) are among
the members who will help start operations at the centre, set research goals, and guide it.

Kris will also fund the setting up of three chairs each in the departments of computer science, IISc and at the Indian Institute of Technology,
Madras.

"The broad goal of the centre is to understand the functioning of the brain," said Vijayalakshmi Ravindranath, chairperson, Centre for
Neuroscience, IISc. "We'll study how a normal brain ages and what factors lead to neurodegenerative conditions and diseases like dernentia which
are accelerated by old age. We'll work on whether it's possible to have an early diagnosis, better quality of life for those diagnosed with the problem
and ensure treatment. The centre will also look at links between brains and computers and leverage existing understanding of brain functioning to
create better models of computing," she said.

With its focus on clinical research, the centre is expected to have 50-75 faculty as well as visiting faculty and post-doctoral students. The centre will
be an autonomous body in the institute.

"There are around 10 institutes in India which do work in these areas. But never has there been an institute which focused on one aspect.
Therefore, this is an important initiative because the number of ageing people. In India is rapidly increasing," she said.
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Promoter can't be chancellor: UGC

Vishwas Kothari,TNN | Feb 1, 2014, 03.45 AM IST
PUNE: In a move that is unlikely to go down well with the heads of deemed universities, the
University Grants Commission (UGC) has decided to stick to its earlier stated position that
promoters or owners of the societies that promote deemed universities, cannot be chancellors of suc
institutions.

The commission passed a decision to this effect at its meeting held on January 10 after the HRD
ministry had forwarded a bunch of proposed amendments to the UGC (Institutes Deemed to be
Universities) Regulations of 2010, following a feedback exercise it undertook with the stakeholders.
Chairman of UGC Ved Prakash presided over the meeting, which was attended by vice-chairman H
Devraj, secretary U Basu, director Vikram Sahay and 10 members.

Apart from setting norms for the chancellor's appointment, the UGC also decided against other thre

proposed amendments regarding approval procedure for setting up offshore centres by deemed
universities; allowing group of institutions to coalesce in order to be eligible for deemed university status; and providing for relaxation in the
regulations.

The commission approved the remaining proposed amendments with a modification related to the publicly funded deemed universities. As per thy
modification, the governance system and management of such deemed universities will be in accordance with the decision of the central or the
concerned state government, as the case may be, instead of the application of Clauses 5.1 to 5.9 mentioned in the original regulations. The clauses
explain various aspects of governance including not-for-profit society under Public Trust Act, an independent board of management (BoM),
composition of BoM, appointment of vice-chancellor etc.

"The regulations approved by the UGC executive body will now go for formal notification, which is expected to be released on the commission's
website soon,” a senior UGC official told TOI on Friday.

The commission’s decision assumes significance for the city, which is home to six deemed universities. Four of these institutions _ Symbiosis
International University (SIU), Bharati Vidyapeeth University, D Y Patil University and Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth (TMV) _ are established b
privately funded societies.

Of the remaining two, the Defence Institute of Advanced Technology is a deemed university set up under the Defence Research and Development
Organization while the Gokhale Institute of Politics and Economics is run by the Servants of India Society founded in 1905 by social and political
leader Gopal Krishna Gokhale.

Vidya Yeravdekar, SIU's principal director and one of the three representatives of deemed universities on the UGC panel that had drafted the 201c¢
regulations, said, "The draft regulation, which was forwarded to the HRD ministry, provided for no such restriction on the promoters or owners of
societies from being chancellors. It was the ministry's task force under Prof Tandon which changed the draft and introduced such a restriction. We
wonder how such a change can be effected when the UGC is an autonomous body that had cleared the draft after due consideration.”

" A society under the Public Trust Act is the main requirement to set up a deemed university. When a trustee or president of such society is an
eminent academician then what is the harm in his/her being the chancellor,” Yeravdekar said. "It is difficult to understand why there is so much
discussion in the UGC or the HRD ministry on regulation of deemed universities when the government is promoting private universities in a big
way. Also, what proposed amendments the UGC is pushing for when the 2010 regulations have been challenged in various high courts including
Chennai and Karnataka, where the courts have directed status quo,” she added.

According to Yeravdekar, "There were 130 deemed universities in the country as against around 62 private universities in 2009. While the numbe:
of deemed universities has remained constant, private universities have gone up to around 200. This gives a feeling of discriminatory approach or
the part of the HRD ministry.”

Vice-chancellor of TMV Deepak Tilak said, "The entire issue boils down to the control of deemed universities, which come up by way of societies
under the Public Trust Act and the societies making a significant investment in infrastructure, work force and allied matters. Many times, the
sponsoring society has a bigger canvas of activity to look after. No sponsoring society will be willing to let the control go to any outside person or
body.”

Tilak said, "The amended regulations would only result in the tendency to secure indirect control of deemed universities. After all, the financial
budget and other key requirement of such institution has to be cleared by the society that promotes the deemed university.”

UGC Regulation on appointment of Chancellor: Among the authorities of the deemed to be universities, there shall be a Chancellor who

shall be appointed by the sponsoring society or the sponsoring trust. He/she shall be an eminent educationist or a distinguished public figure oth
than the president of the sponsoring society or his/her close relatives.
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